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THE INCORPORATION OF 

OHIO YEABIX DIEETXlffG. 

A most extraordinary degree of zeal and perseverance ha^ 
been manifested by the Hickaites lately, in circulating three 
articles, purporting to be speeches delivered in the House oi 
Representatives of the. Ohio Legislature last winter, against 
the act of Incorporatioa for which we petitioned . These pieces 
have been published in various Newspapers, from Columbus to 
Philadelphia; and how much further 1 know not; as if the very 
existence of the Hicksite Society depended on the effect to b« 
produced by them. I do not pretend to know whether they 
were delivered in the Legislature or not, or whether they are 
the productions, extemporaneous or studied, of the individuals 
whose names they bear, or were trnWc/i by some ignorant, or ill 
designing individuals of theiHicksite connection, to circulate, as 
they have been circulated, to produce an effect on the public 
raind, which could not be produced in a fair and honorable 
way. We asked for an act of Incorporation, for the special pur- 
pose of carrying into effect a iru«/, in establishing and governing 
a Boarding School, for the Education of the children of our own 
members. The Bill which we prepared, we endeavoured so to 
frame, as to have no effect on the Hickfeites whatever, nor any 
bearing on any other concern of the Society, or any property 
which did not pertain to the proposed Boarding School. This; 
Bill, after being changed considerably in many of its provi- 
sions, passed the Senate, about two weeks after its intrwluc- 
tion into tliat body. It was detained in the House about a 
month, during which lime some amendments were suggestcl 
in Special Committee, which would have had a most disas- 
trous eiiect on the Society, as well as have totally defeated th*^ 
ver}' objects for which it was proposed. The effect VvOiil i havr 
been not only to have destroyed the character of the Yearly 
'Meeting, but to have deprived it of the whole amount of the 
funds provided for the School, down to the date of the Incorpc*- 
ration, and all the property previously held by the Society f r 
general purposes — such as Meeting houses, Grave yards, <5c( . 
Xrc. The information was kindly communicated to us by scuw. 
of- our friends in the Assembly. In our reply, after Glatir.:,^ 
the consequences of the proposed amendments, we requested 
that if a suitable act could not be obtained, they would use tUeir 
utmost exertions to defeat the Bill, and prevent it from passir.-^ 
m a form that would be injurious to the interest or reputation 
of the Yearly Meeting. 

The HicksitM had organized a most formidable opposition to 
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tlie Dill. Before we reached Columbus, as wo were informeif , 
individuals both in and out of the Legislature had been uritten 
to to oppose it. While it was pending in the Legislatare, bl- 
t(?rs were written from Columbus in vajious directions Ihrongk 
the country, meetings of the Hicksites were called, andrcmoii- 
stranccs were got up, signed by the Hicksites, and such other 
j)ersons as could be persuaded to take part in the opposition. Of 
the contents of these remonstrances, I Igiow nothing more than 
is (iiscovered in tlie speeches (so called J before mo. The JJillas 
modified passed the Senate on the 2*2nd of 1st month, or aboul 
that. time. On the 20th of 2d mouth it came up before the Hou* 
ci' llepresentatives, and was postponed: a result more .sat it&cto- 
ry to me than if it had passed in the form in which it was K- 
fore the House. 

The si)ccches alluded to, which bear the names of Blocksom. 
Kreidcr, and Harlan, whether delivered in the Hous-e, as ntw 
published, or not, arc a most virulent, and unprovokcvl attack 
on the Society of Friends. And it really ia surprising: that tU 
Hicksites should have resorted to tho use which they have catu- 
oi'thoni, and for which they a/>wear to have been oria^iually d<'- 
signed. It was imprudent, because tJic arguments, (if ^tpi- 
nicnts they can be called) which they contain, rest upon state- 
incnts palpably untrue; and because, also, they revive and brins 
into vicv,-, transactions on the part ofthe Hicksites, which con>- 
mou mcdcsty, and common prudence would have rather Icii i:. 
ti:c shades ofibr^retfulness. I re^fret to have to rcpiv tosuc^ ar. 
nrtack on tlic Society, for several reasons. As resj^octs ifif 
ITicksitCa thcmsr.'lvcs, I had bei^un to ir.di.la'e the hopethallbi* 
v!o!.3!it proceed iricfs which marked their conduct during the sepa- 
ration, were the eliects of t!ic excitement of that period and hail 
r-H:oivcd, long bctbrc this time, their sliicure, though sL-cretd:*- 
a:-j)n>batio!i — and that we might be saved Iho painiul necessity 
of brinL'ingthem into remembrance again with the pjiblic. I 
r(»:^rct it Qs resi)ects the liCgisIature, tovrards which I have cul- 
t:vatcd tiic feelings of all due re-pcct, and I t^jncoroly depLn^ 
t.jc ucrofftity of treating, as justice demands, the spcechc;* allui!- 
(I', t'j aitli >'!Ljii they may never have beer, delivered, in the Houao 
i\' tliey arc now before the pubhc. It i:», Iu)wevcr. a suLicie::l 
.-ii-Oioev t.. sav that we stand entirely on tho d3f.,n£:vc. au! 
wijiiM n •- v/illinirly. on the present occasion, have fv.%1 tiny 
tiiing to v/ocnd the tco!:iig}j,cithcrof tlie flicksilcj, or the -nj.- 
V iduai J cor.ccrned. 

iiithefir.'l jilace, Idoapscrt positively, that it was n^-l the 
iMoa'.irin i-l" Frit-r.ds in making t!io ap^dication tor an act of in- 
< --ri'.Tat.nn. to aifyct the rou corns, the claims, rsiyiitj, interest*. 
c;r prctc^icca of ♦.iie Hick.-itcs, in any vray whatever. Wcsuv- 






posed that it was not in the nature of legislative proceedings for 
any thing we could obtain from the Legislature, if they had 
been disposed to grant us any thing, and every thing that could 
have been conceived, to have affected the rights of any class of 
" people who were not parties to the application. We might in- 
jure our own interests, but we could not injure the rights or 
claims of others. In this opinion we were supported by indi- 
viduals acquainted with the principles of law. But we did not 
teis/i the Bill, to have any bearing on the Hicksites, in any pos- 
sible respect. The Bill was drawn bv an individual of exten- 
sive legal knowledge, and was intended to be confined to tlie 
single object of the proposed Boarding School — ^to have no rela- 
tion to the Hicksites, nor any bearing on the common proper- 
ty or concerns of our own Society. 

Such being the state of the case, it was really surprising that 
the Hicksites should have raised the opposition which they did, 
and fit ill more surprising that they should have pursued their 
subsequent course. 

We considered it necessary that the Yearly Meeting should 
be incorporated, though the incorporation was for a single spe- 
cific object, because the /n/s/ of establishing and ^oveminffthe 
proposed Board insf School, was expressly confided to that body 
by the donors of the funds, and no other body could be created 
£6r that purpose. 

. Soon after the establishment of Ohio Yearly Meeting, the ne- 
cessity for such a School was seen, and some funds were offered 
for the purpoFC by individuals, members of this and a neighbour- 
ing Yearly Meeting. A part of these funds, and a considera- 
ble part too, was lost for the want of an act of incorporation. 
The amount received was totally inadequate for the purpose, 
and the subject lay dormant for a number of years. Jn lS?^i 
an effort was made to raise additional funds and put the school i:a 
operation. From that period to the time of the application to 
the legislature, about twelve or thirteen thousand dollars were 
nominally added to the funds by subscriptions, donations, and 
legacies. Of the small amount of funds raised before the eeiki- 
ration, I do not know that a single dollar was contributed uy 
any of those who opposed the Bill, or all of them put togeth- 
er. And if they supposed they had any claim to it, in corsc- 
qaence of their previous connection with the Society, they 
never had set up the claim that I know of, even in the v/av 
of private application — demand — or proposition for compro- 
mise. The Funds alluded to were in our hands: — We of 
course did not want a law to enable us to get it— and no 
law could, consistent with the constitution, destroy the vali- 
dity of contracts, OP dissolve the equitable rights of individu- 
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riglits, or any question or dispute which has, or may now tziit 
in ortoUk tho Society of Friends; orjiare any bearing on any 
question connected witb the schisn which took place in Ohio 
Yearly Meetinj? in the year ICSS." There may appear to ba 
some awkwardness in this proviso, but it was intended to aroid 
the use of any epithets, as applied to the Hicksites, which tb«y 
tni^ht hare regarded as offonsive. On the point however to 
whidk it related it was fUlI and clear. The latter member, 
from some cause or other, was never added to the Bill. Bui 
another clause was inserted by the select committee of the 
House. [8ee the last sentence in the following copy of the 
Bill.]* 

Notwithstanding the Bill was thus guarded against interfi^ 
renoe with the Hicksites, and their advocates in the legislatum 
cnuld have added any other guard they miffht have thought pro- 
ret, it was treated, as we shall presently see, with extreoa 
harshness. It may not be improper here to remark, that when 
we were informed of an objection which was raised n<r<iinst 
the title we adopted for the meeting, which was simply '^Uhio 
Yearly l^Ieeting," unreasonable as the objection was, and witi^ 
cMt intending to concede any thing to the objectors, v.e offered 
FIVE other titles for the meetiRjr— with either of which W8 
would be satisP^ed. Associations or Societies applying for actv 
cf incorporation, arc generally, if not universallv allowed to 
tf 10060 their own names — unlesis the same name had been adopt- 
ed by an incorporated com; any before. The variation for dis- 
tinction, devolves on the second applicant.*:; and not on the firvt. 
JLnd one single word, is sutHcicnt for the purpose of a ]egid di^ 
CnctioR. And it seems to me the height of absurdity and arn^ 
gauce for any set of objectors — declaring as the Hick^ttea did, 
that they never intended to ask fer such an incorporation, to ob- 
ject to every title the party concerned could propose, and 
daim the right to dictate one themselves — which mi;;;fat tpjnie 
the character, and even dc^stroy the rights of the party to whom 
it was applied. 

The Bill as it was before the House when it was postponed, 
(with which di5)>o8ition, I as an individual am wc!i satisfied,) 
was in the following forni. 

A BILL 
Tv iicorpryratc the OM^-t Yearly .Vc^'."/ i-,/,r rtrr^i^i ;•' r^-Xftu 

Whereas, The f)liio Yearly Meeting of Friends hare 
received by donation, suiibcriiiiion and othtrwise, proper* 
ty and funds fur the purpose of estabiisliin? a Bjarding 
Mhool, and ouw have tiic promise of further donationa 



and gratuitiei frprq other Yearly Meetings and individuals, 
for the sameiand l)ke purposes: And whereas, the said 
Ohio Yearly Meeting, in the prosecution of the pl^ect 
for which said donij^ions and subscriptions were made, 
have purchased real estate, near Mountploasant, in the 
county of Jefferson, the legal title of which is now in Da- 
Tid Updegraff, in trust: Now, therefore, to enable tbe 
aaid Ohio Yearly Meeting to take, hold, and fully e:Eecut9 
the trusts aforesaid, and all other like, trusts created and 
held for like purposes, — 

Sec. J. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Ohio, that William Planner, Is^ac Parker, Ben- 
jamin W. Ladd,''3k)hn Street, Jes?e Kenworiby,.Levi 
Miller, and theirljssociates, be, and they are hereby ere* 
ated a body politic and corporate, by tbe name of the *'0- 
hio Yearly Meeting," end as such shall have perjJfetual 
succession, and shell be capable, by that name, of suing 
and being sued, of pleading and being impleaded, in all 
courts of law and equity] and when sued or prosecuted in 
any way, the sefvice of any process by copy on the clerk 
of said corporation, shall be taken and receited in all 
courts as good and legal service; and the said corpora- 
tion is hereby made capable of establishing, regulating 
and governing the boarding school, for which donations 
baTe been made as aforesaid, and any other scliool or in- 
stitution of a literary or benevolent character, for which 
donations, gift or charities have been or may hereafter bo 
bestowed; and for those purposes shall be capable of re- 
ceiving, holding and enjoying any estate, real, personal, 
or mixed, and of transferring and alienating the same; and 
all contracts heretofore made by said yearly meeting for 
and on account of the donations, subscriptions or gratu- 
ities before mentioned, and -within the purposes and ul> 
jecls thereof, shall enure to the benefit and become \}w 
right of the said corporation under this act: Provided 
Dcvertheless, that the real estate which the said corpora- 
lion may at any time possess in its corporate capacity shall 
not exceed in ita yearly income the amount of five thou* 
sand dollars: And provided also, that any future legisla* 
tare may alter or amend this act, limit or modify the pow- 
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ers herein granted, as may seem consonant with the pub- 
lic welfare and consistent with vested rights. 

' Sec. 2. That the corporation hereby created shall bare 
the power in its regular sittings, in the regular and order* 
ly manner of transacting business, of adopting any pro- 
per measures, orders or regulations for the establishment 
of the said boarding school, or other school or instito- 
tion which the said yearly meeting may establish by vir- 
tue of, and within fhe powers given by this act; and of ap- 
pointing and changing such committees as may be reqai- 
sitt to accomplish the objects of this act: Provided, that io 
every case in which any donation of any kind has beeo 
made, or shall hereafter be made to the said corporation 
for any literary, charitable or religions object or purpose. 
the intents of the donor shall be forever regarded, and the 
donation shall forever be used, employed and appropriated 
to the sole and only object and purpose for which the 
donor intended it: Provided also that the funds or other 
property of the said corporation, whether held in trust or 
in its own right, shall never bo employed in the business 
of banking: Provided that nothing contained in this act 
shall be construed to aflcct vested rights, or any question 
or dispute that has or now may exist in or with the So- 
ciety of Friends, '* with regard to any meetiig house, school 
house, gif^s, funds or donations, or any other property 
real« personal or mixed; but the same shall be held, oc- 
cupied and enjoyed in every respect, and to all intents and 
parposes, as though this act hnd never been passed.** 

The three speeches to which 1 have alhided, arc represented 
by the Hickiites, as the most mailcrly exhibition of their cause 
tlial ever has appeared before the public. Perhaps they are et>. 
The csti;nation in which thoy are held, the industry with 
xi'hichth«y have bcon circulated from wcs^t to east, and north 
to south, will entitle thera to some attention and exam i oat lot, 
thoug^b 1 consider them, ns to their own 6ir,i[.lo, intrinsic chtk- 
racter, as perfectly beneath notice The mcnihers cf the lojls*. 
.atcre whose names thoy bear will f>leabO to excuse »:c for this 
freedom. If the pieces in question are not their owa produ*-- 
tien thpy phould disavow them, and if ihcy arc, they Fhould he 
content to receive a jn?t rciiuke r»r the unprovoked' injury thev 
hire done to a peaceable an-I 'iaoifondin^ i)eo;.l'?. 

The tir^t bpcakcr. Ulockijui, sets out with a remarkable d^^- 
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play of his ipiorance tf the simpleet facts connected with the 
subject of his speech. He first asserted that th« application had 
been made loUhout a petition. On being informed by one of the 
members from lefferson, that he was incorrect — he went on to 
say, that the petition was**6igned by very few, perhaps only by 
th^ half dozen whose names are sought to be incorporated in this 
Bill." This guess was about as wide of the mark as the first. 
Not a single name that he supposed was to the petition, biit only 
the name of the clerk of the moetmg which drew it, and which, 
according to the long established usage of the Sogiety, in every 
part of the world, represented the whole Yearly Meetmg. 

These blunders to be sure were not very important; only they 
i^ewed that he had not attended to the subject so as to becooje 
acquainted with facts, that every body in the House and about it, 
might have known. 

H© then proceeds to make another statement, perfectly in cha- 
racter with the foregoing* Alluding to the separation which 
has taken place between Friends and the Hicksites, he says 
*'In the few further remarks which I have to submit, I shall 
view them as one united body of people, and as if bo division 
had €ver taken place among them." Now 1 do not suppod^ 
that any body else in thi^ y/oi]^ pretends to view those two So- 
cieties "as one united body of people." But as no body can 
believe itto be true, I need not take the trouble even to contra- 
dict it. On these extraordinary premises he raises the fabric Of 
his eloquence; bearing a just portion and relation to its base. 

In casting his eye over the preamble and first section of the 
Bill, he discovered enough to carry conviction to his mind that 
it ought not to pass into a law. And what could b9 this nn* 
answerable objectioni Why ! "there is a large amount of pro- 
perty, real and personal belonging to Ohio Yearly Meeting." 
But why should the amount c3 property be an objection to ex- 
tending over it the protection of the lawsl Can any conceiv- 
able reason be given for such a conclusion? It is true that when 
there is a design to resort to scrambling kind of possesion, the 
prospect of advantage may bear some proportion to the amount 
of property on which this system is intended to operate, and the 
success of the whole scheme may be dependent on leaving that 
property as much as possible unprotected bv the laws. But I can- 
not suppose the honorable member intended any thing of this 
kind, whatever might have been the secret designs of his ad- 
visers and prompters. 

He then makes a most remarkable parade of alarm about the 
form of the Bill, in mentioning the names of six individuals and 
their associates, to be incorporated as "OhioYearly Meeting." 
Mc does not appear to have had the most remote idea thattlis 
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ts th« common mode adopted in all incorporatioDS of religious 
^Societies. Perhaps he had never seen aBill of incorporation be- 
fore; or if he had seen such thinj^s, had forgotten their very 
forms, and had recourse to his g-uesssing^ faculties as he did in 
the case of the petition. From this he proceeded to bring* into 
view an insuperable difficulty he had discovered in devising a 
mode oflefral redress, if the incorporation should misapply the 
funds entrusted to their care. He could not conceive ho';»' a 
fioit could ever be instituted ag^ainst them, for the want of le- 
^al plaintiifs in the case. If his rcasomng is correct at ail, it 
L'xsists to a greater extent without an incorporation tlian it 
would with one. It will api)ly also to the defendants, as well as 
to the plainlitls. Had ho been a man of le;jal knowledge, how- 
ever, I do not suppose he would have made the objection, nor 
would lie even have insinuated that an act of incorporatinn 
would incriiase the didlculty. In a perfect dilemma fromth'j dif- 
ficulty of sustaining a law suit by a numerous society ad j liio- 
tifls, he brought hi ^^ speech to a close. And on look in :▼ over it 
from bcfrininof to end, we trace him tlirouorh a series of biurrJcra 
toalnbarynth of diificultics,in which he was completely lo*t, 
nud where, for the present, I shall leave him. 

The next speech of the set boars the name of Kreideh. IIj 
j«etd out in a very imposing style. *•"! rise, ?.Ir. speaker,*' «ays 
he '*to make a few remarks on this bill. First, in order to cx- 
l>lain my views, and the principles which shall govern my ac- 
tions in relation to it; and secondly to give tiiat inrormation 
which perhaps is not generally known." The copy of the speech 
before me is in the Winchester Uepublican of the Gtb ult. 

In the developemcnt of "that information not gcncrallv 
known," he stated a number of things among which is the riot 
coinmittod by the Hirhsites in Ohio Yearly .Meeting in !?-?■», 
and ibr v/hich I should think the intelligent membera of tiin 
Mick^ito society would not thank him. He notices the prus**- 
cuiion of several of the rioters, and their conviction before Ih* 
court of common pleas of Jcflerson county, and the almost un- 
exampled mildness of their sentence which was re'piested by 
Friends, and m which the court fully and from itd own im- 
pressionj concurred. And in a peculiar manner his :tttent;oQ, 
tT^mpnthy and fraternal feeling seemed to bo directed to one a|' 
those individuals concerned in that disgraceful riot, and who 
shouted Huzza for Jackson, when a religious meeting had bcca 
coBvrrtod into one of the most awful scenes of contueion over 
witnes.<cd in a civilized community: when common decency— 
the provisions of law, and the solemnities of religion were cjua!- 
ly disregarded, and aged and estimate men were literally trod- 
dto nnder foot, or crushed almost to death. HIictfaAr the euio- 
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wxm be pronovnc9d on thin individual was the spontaneoits ef- 
fusion of congenial feelings, or ad a ipmuneration tor aid afibrd* 
ed him in msking his speech or in communicating the •;intbr- 
ination not generally known," Ishall not pretend to determine. 
But one Hung ia remarkable; there is ponie ingenuity displayed 
in the choice of words in this part of the speech. Take for ex- 
ample the following expressions: **I5ut sir/he is a gentleman 
of undoubted talent, and respectable ability." Now I would 
ask what combination of sounds could he have found in the Eng- 
lish language, which would have been so much like respcctahil' 
ity as the two lai^t words in the quotation; and yet not be the 
thing at alll I think, however, that this ingenious inanage- 
inent of sounds, was a very unucces.s3.ry waste of the encaker'd 
wit. The individual alluded to, 1 suspect is more extensively 
known than the speaker himself. Tiiis ia unquestionably the 
cuso in a large section of tin's end of the state, and I presume it 
is equally true in other places. But iiad he been disposed to pay 
him a sincere compliment, and instead of confining himself to a 
play upon words about ahililiesy he had asserted tiiat the indivi- 
▼idnal was as muchof a gentleman, and man of worth as he was 
himseljP— I, for one, would never have called the declaration m 
question. 

I will now advfirt back to the argumentative part of the 
speech. "The Society of Friends," says he, "is divided into 
two parties; each claiming to be the Society of Friends, and 
eadh holding an equal interest, in proportion to their numbers, 
in stocks, lands and tenements, held in common." The sen- 
timent contained in this quotation is at variance with legal de- 
cisions which stand as undisputed authority both in I'^ngland 
and America, It is in direct violation of the nature of a inut, 
and the vary principle on which the property alluded to is held. 
He seems to have mounted on aHicksite/fo^^t'.?/, and rode on 
regardless ofhis own province as a legislator, and the principles 
andfkcts involved ir the case thus improperly obtruded on the 
House. I say it was improperly thrown before the House, be- 
cause the controversy between the two Societes concerned, ia 
not a flubjedt for legislative, but judicial investigation and deci- 
sion. He arraigned us before a tribunal which had no jurisdic- 
tion in the cas8| and he pronounced judgment without evi- 
dence, without investigation, without our being heard, and con- 
trary to the highest judicial authorities in similar cases. The 
eoveminff prmciple in such cases is, that a trust can never be 
diverted fromita original object — and hence a compromise or di- 
vision of micntmsts IS totally inadmissable. 

Bothe isnotmore correct in point ofikct than he is in prin- 
ciple* The itodcB, lands and tenements are not held in com- 

B 
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raos. 1 speak of the property belonging to the school concero^ 
for the Bill related to no other. This has never been held in 
common, but is, and always has been in our own hands. As to 
real estate, there is no other than the tract of land purchased 
last year as a site for the school. I ^y last year, for the deed 
was executed then, though the bargain was probably made near 
the dose of the year 1831. But though the land was thus re- 
cently purchased, and the funds princir>ally raised within the 
last two years, yot it appears that this Hicl4ite advocate claims 
for his party an equal interest in these funds, according to 
numbers ! ! It would have been kind in him if he had commu- 
nicated a little more'informaion not generally known, and told 
whetlier they ever intend to permit us to raise funds from our 
own resourses, without setting up a claim to an equal interest 
to them in proportion to numbers; and if opportunity offer, lay 
Tiolent hands on any part or tlie whole, according to circum- 
stances. 

He then proceeds to pass a very high enconuum on the Ifick- 
eites fbr their overtures of compromise. Though the principle 
of com promise in the case alluded to, is totally incompatible 
with the nature of a truni and of course with the terms by which 
the property of the society is held, and we have no riglit what- 
ever to enter into any arrangements of that kind for its di^po5i- 
lion; yet it may be proper to make a few remarks on tlic sub- 

S' St in a diiferent point of view, and say something of the 
icksitejgenerosity and honesty so much applauded by Kreider. 
And first it may be asked, what are the admirable oirerB 
they have made? 1 really do not know; but piobably I 
■hall be told that they have proposed a division of the pro- 
perty according to numberi. But a previous and very im- 
portant question arises, whether they have any right 
whatever to the property or not? This question they have 
never, that Iknow of, proposed to submit to arbitration. 
Let us then suppose a case. Tako for example that 
eome strong armed individual should take forcible poa- 
eesion of our orator Kreidcr's house (if he has ene) and 
turn him and his family (if ho has one) out of doors. And 
that he should then gravely propose that they should ami- 
cably settle the diilercncc, by dividing the property, ac- 
cording to the numbers of their respective families. Would 
he think the intruder ^'manifested the most honest, just, 
and christian like disposition?" Suppose further* that ho 
should apply to the civil authorities of his country t* re- 
instate him, and protect him in bis rights— and aAcr thi» 
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sbould apply to the legislature for an act to inak« a road, 
form a library, or establish a school. And some officious 
member should get up, and charge him with being a dis- 
honest man, unworthy the name of a citizen — guilty of 
fraud and deception, and practising high handed oppress 
sion — and wanting only the sii ong arm of iht. law, applied 
seriously and with weight and power — merely because he 
did not accede to the offer of the intruder on his property 
--would he think the individual who was capable of such 
abuse, in such a place, had any correct sense of common 
cifility or common justice? This, to be sure, is a sup- 
posed case, but it may have a tendency to throw some light 
on the case before us. And Kreider may derive instruc- 
tion from it if he can. But if it should be said by any« 
that the two cases are not parallel — that the Uicksitea 
once had rights in common with us — I answer, that what- 
ever nghts they may have possessed as individuals, in 
common with us, and in unity with us — they never pos- 
sessed any rights whatever as a religious society or sepa- 
rate body; and as individuals they have been disowned, 
and according to the usacre of all Societies have now no 
such rights. But without insisting further on this reply, 
it may be remarked that their shunning an investigation 
of their right, places the objection completely out of the 
question. We are wilhng — perfectly willing that our con- 
flicting claims should be investigated, and decided and 
Fettled by (he established authorities of our country — But 
if they waive this and rest on force and possession they 
place themselves exactly in the attitude of strangers, or 
invaders, who taking possession, claim, as fair and undeni- 
bifl — a division of property. 

But to return to the Hicksite liberality. The great 
question, on which all others in controversy between us 
Bust turn, IS the validity of the Hicksite claim to the cha- 
racter of the Society of Friends. Full of compromise as 
they have been, they have never offered to compromise 
this question. They have never suggested the idea that 
1 know of, that they were willing to submit this important 
question to the undivided Yearly Meetings of the Society, 
There are five of these, London, Ireland, New England, 



the i3iU. Before we reached Columbus, as wo were mformeJ, 
individuals both in and out of the Legislature had been n ritttm 
to to oppose it. While it was pending in the Legislaiare, tet- 
ters wcru written from Columbus in vaxious directions through 
the countr>', meetings of the Hicksites were called, and remou- 
Rtranccs were got up, signed by the Hicksites, and such other 
persons as could be persuaded to take part in the opposition. Of 
tiic contents of these remonstrances, I know notliing more than 
is disf!overcd in tlic speeches (so called J before mo. The Hill a^ 
modified passed tlie Senate on the Qrina ot 1st month, or about 
tiiat time. On the 20th of 2d month it came up before the Hou* 
ci" IJcprosentalivcs, and was postponed: a result raoresatittactu- 
ry to me than if it had passed in the form ip wiiicb it was U- 
tbro the House. 

The s|)cechcs alluded to, which bear the namc^i of Blocksom. 
Kreider. and Harlan, whether delivered in the House, us ntw 
publisiicd, or not, arc a most virulent, and unprovoked attica 
on the Society of Friends. And it really issurprisin.^ that tU 
Hicksites should have resorted to the use which they have mail* 
cCthcr.i, and for which they aywear to have been origiually d-- 
s:Q-ncd. It was imj)rudent, because the argumciita. (if arrru- 
iTionts tlioy can be called) which they contain, rest ii;.on state- 
inc:ii:i pdli)ably untrue; and because, Jilso, they revive and brinr 
into view, transactions on the part ofthe Hicksites, which coro- 
rjoii mrdci-ty, and common prudence would have rathi.r icii i:. 
ti:c shauos oVforgetfuIness. I rerret to have to reply to suc:i ai 
attack on tlic Society, for eevcril riMsoiib'. As resj.oclstfjf 
Hicksites U".cn:?rlvcs, I had begun to i::di.l:ro tlic ho;jethaltii«- 
v:ni.3!itprocc'.^iJi:i::s which marked tlicircoiid net during t!:Ceopa- 
rit..>!i, were tiio onects of t!ie cxcitcmeut A' that poricd uadliJi: 
r..T.'ivoii. long before this time, their biiscfn?, thoi:;,''h t*. •.'rt:t d::>- 
»i;-Iirob?.tion — and tiiat we might bo saved lI:o pai:.4iil r;cci?is*t7 
ri" briiJL'ingtliein into remonibranco ngiin wiili the pui'Lc. I 
r<?grct it as re<:;H}cts the Iiegisiaturc,tov/an;a v.luch I h.avj ct;!- 
»:ratci: tin* feelings of all lUic re-[:(jc-t, an J J sincL'ri?jy d•:pl^.P' 
t.ic uero<.-:ty of treating, as justice d!?niaiirls,t!ics;jOL-cL-..i'i!luJ- 
ci: t) aitli ri'jA tLcy may never have beer, (ielivcrod, in the Hrit:so 
;;.•• tjicy arc now before the public. It ii^, lu)wever. a sa:lii*ii.'::i 
.; cloiry ti; s:iy that wo stand cntirt'Iy on tJ.o d»i'.ny:vc. aj I 
v.- ::'.! n-*- v.-illinuly, on the preeoi.t t-casidn. ha', e .»=.i;ii arv 
t;..iig I'/ wouiwi the tco! ings, cither of t^e Hicks»i:e.^ or t::i.- .:.j.- 
ii'i»ip..'.4 concerijod. 

i:itheiir.-i pln.cc, 1 do assert positively, that it was n.t tijo 
jr.:en*.;'iri uf Frit.'r:f!» in nia!:ing tliO ap;»l:cat;un tor an act i-^l'it,- 
f''T\ oral. an, to a!ructthcrouccrns,thc c!aiiij.s, ruyiitj, i :;'■.- re sL**. 
CI prctciiccd '>l*»iie llicksitca, in any v.ay whatever. Wctou;- 
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posed that it was not in tbe nature of legislative proceediogs for 
any thing we could obtain from the Legislature, if they had 
been disposed to grant us any thing, and every thing that could 
have been conceived, to have affected the rights of any class ci 
people who were not parties to the application. AVe might in- 
jure our own interests, but we could not injure the rights or 
claims of others. In this opinion we were supported by indi- 
viduals acquainted with the principles of law. But we did not 
with the Bill, to have any bearing on the Hicksites, in any pos- 
fiible respect. The Bill was drawn by an individual of extcii- 
«ive legal knowledge, and was intended to be confined to life: 
single object of the proposed Boarding School — to have no rela- 
tion to the Hicksites, nor any bearing on the common proper- 
ty cr concerns of our own Society. 

Such being tlie state of the case, it was really surprising that 
the Hicksites should have raised the opposition which they did, 
and still more surprising that they should have pursued their 
subsequent course. 

We considered it necessary that the Yearly Meeting should 
be incorporated, though the incorporation was for a single spe> 
ciiicobject, because the /rus/ of establishing and governing; the 
proposed Boardinsf School, was expressly confided to that body 
by the donors of the funds, and no other body could be created 
fi)r that purpose. 

Soon after the establishment of Ohio Yearly Meeting, the ne- 
cessity for such a School was seen, and some funds were ofiered 
for the parpoFC by individuals, members of tins and a neighbour- 
ing Yearly Meeting. A part of these funds, and a considera- 
ble port too, was lost for the want of an act of incorporation. 
The amount received was totally inadequate for the purpose, 
and the subject lay dormant for a number of years. In IS^.H 
an effort was made to raise additional funds and put the school ij:« 
operation. From that period to the time of the application lo 
the legislature, about twelve or thirteen thousand dollars were 
nominally added to the funds by subscriptions, donations, Gn(i 
legacies. Of the small amount of funds raised before the ceu".- 
ration, I do not know that a single dollar was contributed by 
any of those who opposed the Bill, or allofthcm putto:rcti.- 
er. And if they supposed they had any claim to it. in cZr/st- 
qaence of their previous connection with the Society, t];ey 
never had set up the claim that I know of, even in thev/av 
of private application — demand — or proposition for compro- 
mise. The Funds alluded to were in our hands: — We of 
course did not want a law to enable us to get it— and no 
law could, consistent with the constitution, destroy th? vali- 
dity of contracts, OP dissolve the equitable rights of individu- 

aS 
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He proceeds i "And Tvhot do they [the Hicksitesl tell yoa i$ 
their remonstrance? In the language of the true Quaker they tcU 
you they cannot so far recognize their right tu hear arms us tu 
apply for such an act." This then appears to be the sum an»l 
suSsiance, oronly intelligible sentence in the whole reniunstrancc. 
But I acknowledge it has puzzled me not a little to know what 
iiienniiig to attacli to it, or whether it has any mean in '^ at all, 
or what possible rel:iii(»ii its meaning (if it has any) can have to 
onr oblainiiig an act of incorporation. I suj)posc we may conclude 
that Ihey do not want to be incorporated. But what is th:it to us \ 
We have nothing to do with them, and never had an idea of in- 
cluding them with us. And they had no more occasion to n>moii- 
ttratc against being incorporated with us, thantne Pope of Ilume. 
Rut there is one other feature in this extract more curious still. 
It is ^^ their rit;ht to bear arms^' which they claim in the' remon. 
stronce; butdo not wish to say much about it, or (ofhavc itreco;:- 
nized just now. But what connection there can be, between thc;ir 
right to bear arms, and an act of incorporation to establish a 
boarding school is a pnrfoct riddle to me. Kreider and Harlan 
were no doubt let into the secrct,as an important part of the ^^in- 
formation not generally known," for they both mention it. But as 
they did not explain it, wc must be satisGed to leave it, till timt: 
shall disclose the secret. He says the Uicksites know that Co 
** apply to a legislative body for ud act to incorponite tbeii meet- 
ings or their school, would be a direct violation of the principles 
by which they professto be governed." Now I cannot tell what 
principles of the Hicksites would be violated by such an applica- 
tion, except the principle on which they seem so generally to 
have acted — o( takings without law, the property of the Society 
whenever and whert-vrr they can get hold of it. 

**Whoever has at any former time," says he, "known this p«o. 
pie, (or any party assuming their name) to apply for the henefit 
of such a law? Thny have had their meeting*, and they ha\e had 
their schools from the commencemt*nt of the Society without such 
aid. And now for the first time do they think it necesjary to call 
the law to their aid and support (or a party assumint; their name) 
and under circumstances too which involve suspicion o( fratui 
find d'^rrptiony UU passion evidently outrun his wits in a lar^K 
proportion of his speech. And what could have put hisffoling* in- 
to 4uch a formrntalion isditlicult to conceive. Whatever it mijrht 
h.ivi; beon, it i* certain he intended to lay his rt>nfurc opouus 
"wi:!i wpji^ht nu'l power." It faIN howrvrr to the Erround, an I 
on!v stirs up a litth* dust f(»r the oyei of tlu» (lirk^ites. 

Btit as he has «o tmldly asserted that this ii thi> first timi* th«* So- 
ciety has ever ap[)Hed for an art of incorporation, I nill tfll him, 
that ?'n-t'ral inditi'luaU, on brhnlfof tt)Oiii«4'Ivcs & the other m<»iB- 
b<»r»of »hu Monthly Mr»rtiiiL' in Philad(>l;>hia, about the year 169T, 
appliml for an act of incur; o'ation for the purpose of est ihli^hing 
a ichool. The charter was granted, and afterwards conCrucd bj 
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William Penn himself. The Yearly Meeting of New England, ma- 
ny }ear8 ago, applied for and obtained an act of incorporation 
for a purpose exactly similar to that which we have in'view. And 
our bill in some of its most material provisions was copied from 
theirs. The Yearly Meeting of North Carolina has Jong been a 
body corporate and politic, and for general purposes. And by 
virtue of the powers it pofsessos as such , has received the transfer 
of all the slaves which were held by its meuibers, which the laws 
would not admit to be emancipated. B)' this means more than 
one thousand human beings have been released from the miseries 
of hopeless slavery. 

** Let this bill become a law (says he') and I venture to predict, 
Ihat twelve months will not have passed away before the jails ot* 
the counties where these people reside will.bo filled to overflow- 
ing.,' What possible construction can be given to this passagje? 
The Bill as already stated had no manner of relation to the Hicka- 
jief. It had not the least reference to the common popertjf of the 
Society. The only funds now in existence that the bill embraced 
are in our own hands. We have not even to collect a single dollar 
from the Hicksites. How then are the jails to be filled to over- 
flowing? The question is a serious one, because the prediction 
coming from an individual possessing ''information not generally 
known,^' has a very ominous aspect. Can the mystery be solved 
in any other way than by supposing, ihat there is a secret deter- 
mination on the part of the Hicksites, to make a violent nnd law- 
less attack on the Society af Friends, to forcibly possess themselves 
of a I art or the whole of thi^ property, and thus compel us again 
to ask the protection of the lawsof our country? When I first saw 
the passage, this explanation was forced upon my mind, but f 
concluded at the sam^ time that he had done the Micksites injus- 
tice-and that they would not now descend to such an act of moral 
turf itode. I have however been informed from credible authority 
f ha (several individuals of the party, do actually talkof resoriing 
to the very measure sujfgested. Still I cannot believe that such 
a procedure will be countenanced by the better part of that So 
ciety. 

He concludes his speech with a remarkable declaration : "^l feel 
that / have discharged my duty towards my owk conscience, ami 
the hi£»h responsihiliiy under which I act." This dsclaratipn ap- 
pears to have been very necesssir), if he wi?h(5d the thing 'stated 
to be belie ve<l. tor my own part, I never should have thought of 
Fuch a thiiisrifhe had not positively asserted it. And now,asit 
is brought into notice, we all havo a right to form our own opinions, 
whether tho manner in which he has treated the subject was requir- 
ed b> a correct conscieiicc; or any responfiibility under which he 

acted. 

The next spepch i« attributed to — TTarlnn. On looking over tic 
two ascribed to Kreiiler and Harlan, it would seem that one com- 
mon genius prtdcced them both: but expending its powers on the 
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first, and from some mysterious partiality giTing it to Kreider, 
Htrlan conld do nothing more tbau follow in his track, nnd ta/ 
iho tame thint;? over nguin. f am not awarn of one single origi- 
liiil idea oontainc«l \n the Inst speech. He does to be sure jfo con- 
•id^raWy beyond his predccossor in vulgar abuse, but even the 
gro«fid work of this ♦♦a? put into Kreidcr's speech. The only 
origintlity in it seems to he in calling upprobious names. He calU 
the friends whoso names were in the bill "the 8<:lf?tylsd Simoii 
Purwof the land.'' Ho charges us with a dosign of committing 
•*th© blackest fraud^^ to obtain our purpose — "a spurionsi avarici- 
ont Met" that it was "a disgrace" (to the Hicksites) that «^such 
a party ev«r emanated from them." &c. &c. 

Saeh a speech is beneath a distinct reply — but to Icarc him in 
•scomfortuble a state of mind as poo^ible, I can assure him that 
he noed not give himself any nneasinoss about the chanicter n( 
liis Hicksite fricnri?. We never emanated from them, having never 
been of their Society. Whatever their chjirncter is thry have it 
all to ihnmselves. Men of common ^ense and common hone>ty will 
isevcr suppose that the urrdividcd yi-arly me»»liiigs of London, 
Dublin, New England, Virginia and North Ciir«i!ina, and the 
▼early meetings of N. York, Philadelphia, Baltimore , Ohio and 
)ndi/ina arc a m^re party that have Iffi the Hicksitr Society, 
which is now but little ovirfiveyears old, and ooii«ist«of disownt-d 
persons from the yearly moelings of New York, Thiladeff bin, 
n>i!timorr, Ohio and Indiana. 

To those who have reflcf'ted but little on the nature of inrnrpn- 
ntion*. it may not be impropeno remark, that an act of incor:)i»- 
nition a (Ton! 8 to the property of an association or society, llw; 
Mnw kinfl of ]>rotection and sec urity which the laws in com. 
men afford to the property of individnaU. And no man who ii 
latisfied with living in civilizpcl society and enjoying the protertioD 
which the laws extend over liis pnrson and his property, both rtAl 
Rnd per«onal, can confistontly object to having the property of a 
company equally protected. But a« nninrorporated companifH 
or association*- are not known or reroirnised in law, the property 
which tl.vy he. 11 as such, is not under the? san.e protection as Ihp 
proru-rt^' nf iiiiiividuaN. 

Oor Sorii'ty has ahvavs derlnrrd liiat civil government wn« of 
divine nf)p'>intinnnt, and de*igiK'd to promote the frrnrity, hn|v 
pinen and bc«t intrrciiti of the human family. W this opir: ion i» 
correct, it nin«t follow that th<' l»epr'fit alluded to, may proprrl^ 
be — and indeed ought to U — ixtended to all the affiiirsof huzuari 
life. 

Theobtprtion rni-Tt] by «.'in;e persons either i^norantly or de, 
*i:;nedlv, of a connertion of military forcr with siich inrorf'ora-> 
lion^i* rntirely sophictiral and unfounded. Th** man hI.u tnkei 
n (U^'<\ f'lr a farm he lia« piir<li.iM'i!, is as obaoxioni to tin- objec- 
tion a* tbo company or'orii.ty whirh applirs to a b-ffislative bo«!j 
for an act of incorporation. And he who cjoietly litt by hii own 
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finside ODder the protection of the law, violates the testimon j 
which we maiDCftin against war, as much as the company or lu- 
ciel J, which discharges th^ duties of a trusty under the safeguard 
and teoaritj afforded bj an act of incorporation. 

The ajstem adopted bj the Ilicksitca, aad manifested 
not only in their practice, but profesaion and pu bite delar- 
ation, deaerfea a aeriooa consideration by all claaea of 
the commuBity. Ifthelaws are to be rendered odious, 
-and tkeir profiaiOBi to be totally disregarded, and erery 
man to be bis own jndge, and io take wbalefer property 
witbin hia reacb, he may think proper to claim, il ia evi- 
dent, that not only rtligioui, but civil iociety most be 
thrown into the atmost confusion, if not totally destoyed. 
Who would be wiUing to seethe salutary restraints of ci- 
vil gevemnent, and the guaranty which itoffers, of pro- 
tection to the persons and property of all, disregarded, 
thrown down, distroyed — and the principle of fiolence 
establisheii, on the ruins of order and happiness, and Cfo- 
Tjr man to be cwisidered at liberty to make the dictates 
of his own inclisations the rule and standard of his ac- 
tions? Against sncb a state of things, and erery thing 
that would lead to it, the united voice of the community 
ought to be raised. Let the principle once become pep- 
utar — to disregard law, and openly to take what the party 
may think properto claim — let this gain the approbation 
of the popu]a(6e — and the principle be sanctioned by indi- 
viduals whose standing or offices may give them influence, 
nnd it will be difficult to calculate where the consequtnces 
will end. In this enlightened age, and in this country, 
where the posilive and relative rights ef man are so veil 
uoderatood, and the blessings of civil government, so 
highly appreciated, it is really astonishing that a system 
coMDplcteiy destructive to those rights and those blessings 
should be attempted to be introduced, much less receive 
the least countenance from others. Who will be secure 
in hia property, or person, or domestic enjoyments, if this 
system should prevail? If a whole society should depre- 
cate the laws of our country, disregard their provisions, 
end render them odious, and invade the proparty of an- 
other society, and taike by force and vioJence vvhatever 
they olease, and this should be countenanced by snch as 
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ire nost solem&ly bound t« support civil tnd reli^om 
order, will not individuals follow the example and acton 
the same principle? And may we not expect to tee 
peaceable individuals not onlj deprived of their personal 
property en the high ways and elsewhere» but their very 
kouset invaded, and thev and their families turned oat of 
doors — if not with their persons abused, at least with the 
laws of the land insulted, andtraoipled under foot? The 
question is one of incalculable importance* and one ia 
which every individual in the comaiunity is deeply inter* 
ested. 



NOTE. 



In page 3, sonne remarks were made on an amendtnent, 
proposed to ihotitlso? the T>ilK and which would have 
been embodied in it. !t rair^ht have been proposed in the 
committee wilhout any unfrienc^ly f^elin^'slo us, orwilh- 
oct the least apprehension by any member ef that body, 
of its producing cny injurious cfTects in any wcy. I do not 
krozB where li or I'iri no teil., and I feel sincere iendernets 
towards the fcHlriirs of those who thouoht it mi«;ht suit- 
ably be adopted. Slill its real ciiaracter and its probable 
rfibctsoiJirht to be more generally understood. Thea- 
mesdineiii was toentitlu the Hill: ''A Hill to iRCo.-perati 
tliiit part of Ohio Yearly iMccting called Oriiiodoi 
Friends:*' and to introduce tin* same feature int<i th.^ bo- 
dy of the bill. If we h;ic) accepted this, we should have 
plainly reiin<iui.^hcd theciiaracl^rof </ ^earlff /lec:inj,in 
th4» fuile^it senile of the trnn, and in our oficirial prorted- 
in;;^ whould have had to adjpt ibn style and ch:ir3i:ter of 
a part of Ohio Vemli^' .\!fftuji:. Thus ive should not ontr 
hav^ fdrinaily rcco;r:)izc(i ihe IlicwSitcH, but chan;;**d i!ie 
rel:ition we hold wiih other Vciily Mceiin^s and ^vco 
xviih ourowa suborilinale iiieeiiiigs. And aa every thie;; 
ie our connection with those n.^t-tings is basetl on the 
character we sustain of being a Yearly Mtciing if we had 
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destroyecL that character iiot only other yearly meistings, 
i bul our own subordinate branches would not have t^ 
; cognittdus. 

And if by any possibility it could have been made ap- 
r p^r^byourown admission, that we were not rten a 
f Yearly Meetings but anew, anedoalous body» never known 
in tke Society in its res:ular organization, we should not 4- 
h^ie been able to hold any of the former property of the 
S^cioty, nor even the funds confided to the care of Ohh f 
Yearly Meeting y as late as the year 1833. 
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I d^Some typcgraphical errors which had escaped 
'^' notice in the article in the Repository are here cor- 
rented) and a few additional remarks havo been ad- 
ded. • 

Printers who published the Columbus speeches 
are requested to publish this reply. 
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Virginia and North Carolina. London was the paren 
Yearly Meetingi and for many years, exercised a control 
ing care over the wliole Society. The Hicksites have ne 
▼er offered to leave the controversy to the decision of an 
of these, nor of all of them put together. Those mcci 
ings, however have taken up the subject, and all of thee 
have testified against the doctrines held by Elias Hick 
and his followers, and have distinctly declared that tlie 
hold no religious fellowship with any of their meetings o 
members. 

So much for their offers of compromise; and now I wil 
make a few remarks on the practical comment they ha? 

Siven, of the feelings and principles by which their coi 
uct has been directed. From a hasty glance over th 
meetings of this Yearly Meeting, I can recollect eight < 
nine of the meeting houses, of which they have taken ei 
tire possession, to the exclusion of Friends. And near] 
all the rest they hold in the way uf mixed occupancy. A 
Concord, four miles from this place, they treated Fricnt 
with so much rudeness as to compel them to leave tb 
house. There was a school house on the same lot, i 
which Friends held their meeting for some time after I/< 
ing deprived of the use of the meeting house. This priv 
lege, however, was considered as too much indulgenci 
tnd they were literally turned out of doors, with insu 
and abuse: since which Friends have procured then 
solves another lot of ground, and built a meeting houa 
upon it. 

In Baltimore there were two meeting houses ofcoi 
■idcrable value. The Hicksites kept both, and le 
Friends to meet when and how they could. In Nei 
York, there were also two valuable meeting housoi 
and other property worth a large amount. Th 
Hicksites took both, and at the time of the scparattoi 
excluded Friends even from the basement stor^ 
of one of the houses, though it was not occupied. I 
the County of West Chester, N. York, out of clevc 
meeting houses, tiie Ilicksitcsjtook ten. But I ha\ 
said enough to show the fallacy of these pretcnde 
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liberal offers, W«re I t© go through the several 
yearly meetings, I couldeasily fill a volume with a 
simple] detail of their violent proceedings, Thei» 
common maxim is, to have nothing to do with th© 
law, but to TAKE the property of the Society whene- 
ver they can, and to the full extent of what they can 
get. And even in respect to law they have not ad- 
hered to their own profession. The Purchase Law- 
suit, as it is called, was brought by the Hickites to 
recover a small part of a school fund. The fund 
amounted to about ^3000. The Hickites had the 
whole of this except about ^500, which was in the 
hands of a Friend: and the suit was brought for the 
recovery of this, that they might have it all. 

lie 43ays the bill was got up in the most secret 
manner pos?ible, and had passed the Senate, when 
fhey were informed, for the first time, that such a 
project was on foot. Now who they were that were 
informed for the first time, after the bill had passed 
the Senate, is difficult for me to determine. Before 
we presented the bill we were told that persons 
both m and out of the legislature, had been written 
to by the Hickites, to oppose it. It was presented 
CD the 7th of the 1st month, and I think it was the 
•same day, at any rate not later than the next, that I 
informed the Tlicksite counsel, cx-judge Tappan, of 
our business there, and he affected to wish us suc- 
cess, and talked ironically of sending his son to 
the school. A few days after, I was in one of the 
most respectable Hicksite families in Columbus, with 
whom I had formerly been on terms of very intimate 
friendship, and there I stated our business, and ex- 
plained our views. The bill was about two weeks 
in the Senate. And it seems to me ttiat this decla- 
ration, to make the best of it, must be a very great 
mistake. 

bS 
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Virginia and North Carolina. London was the parent 
Yearly Meeting, and for many years, exercised a control- 
ing care over the whole Society. The Hicksites have ne- 
ver offered to leave the controversy to the decision of any 
of these, nor of all of them put together. Those meet- 
ings, however have taken up the subject, and all of them 
have testified against the doctrines held by Elias Hicks 
and his followers, and have distinctly declared that they 
hold no religious fellowship with any of their meetings or 
members. 

So much for their offers of compromise; and now I will 
make a few remarks on the practical comment they havo 
fftven, of the feelings and principles by which their con- 
auct has been directed. From a hasty glance over the 
meetings of this Yearly Meeting, Tcan recollect eight or 
nine of the meeting houses, of which they have taken en- 
tire possession, to the exclusion of Friends. And nearly 
all the rest they hold in the way of mixed occupancy. At 
Concord, four miles from this place, they treated Friends 
with so much rudeness as to compel them to leave the 
house. There was a school house on the same lot, in 
which Friends held their meeting for some time after be- 
ing deprived of the use of the meeting house. This privi- 
lege, however, was considered as too much indulgence, 
and they were literally turned out of doors, with insult 
and abuse: since which Friends have procured them- 
selves another lot of ground, and built a meeting house 
upon it. 

In Baltimore there were two meeting houses of con- 
siderable value. The Hicksites kept both, and left 
Friends to meet when and how they could. In New 
York, there were also two valuable meeting houses^ 
and other property worth a large amount. The 
Hicksites took both, and at the time of the separation, 
excluded Friends even from the basement story, 
of one of the houses, though it was not occupied. In 
the County of West Chester, N. York, out of eleven 
ineetiog houses, the Hicksites^took ten. But [ have 
said enough to show the fallacy of these pretended 



